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549  Walnut Street
Centreville, Alabama

February 19, 1962
Tokyo Troop # 4
Boy Scouts of Japan
Reinanzaka Church
1/, Reinanzaka, Akasaka
Minato-ku
Tokyo, Japan

Dear Scoutbs:

On February 22, there will occur three important anniversaries.
February 22 is a national holiday in the United States, Because thab is
the anniversary of the birth of our first President, George Washington,
who was born on February 22, 1732. Of particular interest to all Scouts
throughout the world is the fact that Lord Raden-Powell, the founder of
the Boy Scouts movement, was born on February 22, 1857. But mecst signi-
cant to me is the event that took place just GC years later,on February
22, 1947, at Reinanzaka Church, when George Imzi and I held the. first
meebting of Troop # 4. It was rather chilly S afternoon, Which I
still rember vividly. I believe there were boys present.

That next few months saw a great deal of : connection with
Troop # 4 -hikes participation in rallies with the obther five Tokyo
troops, our first big rally which featured Crown Prince Akihito,

Mrs. Elizabeth Grey Vining and Father Flanzagan of Boys' Towm as guests
of honor, and the expert singing of Troop # L, which included "Keep
CUmMﬁgy?WrmlimeEa@ﬁ”,”ﬂmK%iﬁe:oﬁ?&mg'wﬂ‘@bﬂyh&rum
time I left Japan in 1952, Scoubing had begun to become quibte a big
thing,and the nationel rallies were attended by several thousand Scoutbs.

I have quite a few pictures of bthe troop during its early period, and

N

while I can't recall the names of all those who were members then, I
remember that the troop included Aragaki, Iida, Imada, Kozaki and
Shimizu., My last direct news of the oop was received from Masami Ishi-
kawa, one of your former Scoutmasters, when he gpent two or three days
with me here in 1959. As it was always my cugtom to give the troop a
party on its birthday, I'm writing to sxpress to you my sincerest best
wishes for your 15th Birthday on February 22, 1962. You have always
been an outstanding troopg, one which I felt could never be excelled
by any troop anywhere, and I hope this record of excellence will
continue far, fer into the future. Please write me and let me have the
present-day news of the troop, and when any of you visit the United
States, please let me know, as I would be happy to have you visit me.
My best wishes are always with you.

Yours in Scouting, Marbtin Williams
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