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Dear Hiroko T A

Atuko Takada asked me to write sonething about the time
I spent in Troop 4 at Reinanzaka {4% last year for your
magazine .
BAE D BABEORCE ST BNOT, EHTHE T’

The best time I spent in Japan began for me when I was
intrpduced into Troop 4 . On the day of the first meeting

* Atchan ” Takada met me after classes

my schoolmate Atuko
and downwe went to Akasaka for 7 —/v . It was what I had
searched for so long during m-y year ’s stay in Japan — that
is I had tried so very hard to find a way of entering the
Girl Scouts of Japan . By that time I had almost given up
hope of ever finding a troop .

I met Kushibe

In any event , on the very first day ,

San and five other girls who were in the troop. What im_
pressed me immediately about the Scouts of 4 was their

genuine warmth and sincerity — — they accepted a #AA like
me right off the bat / 'That started off a wonderful seven
from September 1970 to March 1971,

among other things ,

months , filled with,
cooking practice which was a totally
new experience for a rank amateur like me.

The smallness of the troop itself proved to be a great

asset » because of the maneuverability and ease with which
decisions on where to go, what to buy for such = and —

such anactivity anactivity , etc. were concerned.

Troop 4 was very big on service, as every bonafide

Scout troop should be. I vividly remember when we painted
the screens of the church are cold Saturday evening , with
I remember the 5 TA

at the big chureh bazoar , and the day of the HHOR

all of us taking turns at the brush.
which was the same time Reynard Verley , the French film
star » was traipsing around Reinanzaka #{£% to the sheer
delight of the ## =/ A /1 ¥ b assembled outside his door /
Another triumph Troop 4 achieved was one surprisingly
unpublicized international exchange : when the American

Junior Girl Scouts from Tachikawa visited the Japanese Girl

_.52.__

Scouts of Reinanzaka. Plied with the sumptuous delicacies '
supplied by the Troop 4 girls,and wereserenaded in what was a
most memorable and enjoyable afternoon. Their ( Tachikawa )
ten girls to our eight ( Reinanzaka ) seemed just the right
conbination » because by the end of the day , all assembled
expressed their eagerness to organize yet another meeting
for the troops. The amazing factor of the one day exchange
was that neither group had complete fluency in the other ‘s
language /
Incidentally , it was my sincere regret that I had to
return home before any further contact was mabe with

Tachikawa group. It was kind of fun to be somewhere in the

[

”

middle of two cultures and still involved in both.

Thank for letting me contribute to your 25th

A

| 0° SO HEQHE” EBy Y AN

g
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anniversary issue — I hope the
S, .
lateness of this didn't inconvenience

you in any way.

Sincerely
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