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I am happy to comply with your requests to send a congratulatory
message on the 3(0th Anniversary of Tokyo Troop 4, February 22, 1977,

but which is to be observed in April.

One evening, in late 1946 or early 1947, George Imai and I were dis-—
cussing boyhood experiences. We discovered we had both been a member
of Scout Troop 36 — George in Honolulu and I 1ln Centreville.

We dicided to start a Scout Troop in Tokyo. After some discussions
with Viscount Mishima and Dr.Michio Kogzaki, we started two troops on
the same Saturday afternoon, the second meeting at Reinangzaka Church,
the one earlier that afternoon at a nearby elementary. As I remember,

on the follwing Saturday the two troops were merged into one.

We were short of supplies(handbooks, other literature, uniforms) - just
about everything except the enthusiasm of the boys. The local Scout
Council (Black Warrior Council, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, —its Executive,

Mr.Eggar Christopher, and the office Secretary, Miss Maxwell, as well

as the then local Scoutmaster, Mr.Bill Levy, came to our tescure.

Two of the songs which George taught the Scouts — “Keep Climbing”
and “Trail the Bagle” proved popularm abd could well serve as slogans
for the Troop and those who have been associated with it in the past,

are now members Or leaders, and those who will be in the future.

The Troop’s borthday is also that of George Washington, and also that

of Lord Baden Powell.

The troop grew, by using some American Scout ideasm some British and
some Japanese. About three or four months after Troop 4 started it
participated in a rally with 5 other Tokyo troops — there were Japa-—
nese dities)., When I left in [952, I believe the total national member—

ship was about 40,000.
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The Scout Motto, and Law embody high ideals - and ones that
naturally appeal to boys — stressing physical, mental, social, and
spritual ideals. Scouting is an important character building activity -
but that’s not the reason boys become Scouts — they enjoy the program.

That must always be sO.

I am particularry happy that Troop 4 is sponsored by Reinangzaka Church
- (1) churches are among the most suitable sponsoring institutions; and
(2) Scouting can be an important part in the whole program of the church,
and strenghten other parts of the church’s program. I appeal to former
members of Troops 4 who may now be members Of churches which do not
sponsor troops — get those churches to start a troop or take over the

sponsorship of an existing troop which may need help!

I extend my warment wishes to the members and leaders of Troop 4, their
predecessors (among the Senior Patrol Leaders and Patrol Leaders of
Troop 4, I recall Aragaki, Kozaki, Imada, Iida and Shimizu and their
successors . Troop 4 started during a time when conditions in Tokyo
(and all Japan)were difficult, but it kept going, and the most happy

events of my 1life.

I could write several pages of reminiscen as, but I hope this brief

mes sage will suffice.

In conclusion, “Keep Climbing”, and to quote the words of the late
Dr.Richard C. Foster, presidint of the University of Alabama
(my alma mater) — “God be with you, and you be with God”. I wish I

could be with you for your celebration; I will be you in sprit.

—-41-



ER (O E

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16

17.

18.

19.

20.

BOWLINE ON A BIGHT
GIRTH HITCH

CLOVE HITCH
MILLERS KNOT
SQUARE KNOT

TWO HALF HITCH
BOWLINE

SHEET BEND
CARRICK BEND
FISHERMAN'S KNOT
FISHERMAN'S BEND
SINGLE PIPE HITCH
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