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February 12, 1987

Dear Mr. Naito:

I'm happy to send my congratulations and best wishes on the 40th
Birthday of Tokyo Troop #4, Boy Scouts of Japan, which had its
first meeting on a cool Saturday afternoon, February 22, 1947, at
Reinanzaka Church, Tokyo.

OUne evening a fewweeks earlier, George Imai and I were discussing
boy hold experiences. We discovered we had both been a member of
Troop 36 - George in Honolulu and I in Centreville. After discussions
with Viscount Michiharu Mishima and Dr. Michio Kozaki, we had our
first meeting.

The date was easy for me to remember, as George Washington, first
American president, was born on Feb. 22, 1732. Later, I learned that
Lord Robert Baden-Powell, who started the Boy Scout movement in England
in 1908, was born on Feb. 22, 1857.

I don't remember when the Girl Scouts had their first meeting
at Reinanzaka Church, but believe it was one or two years later.

Boy Scout Troop #4 was short of supplies (handbooks, other
literature, uniforms) everything except enthusiasm. The local BSA
Council (Black Warrior Council, Tuscaloosa, Alabama), its Executive,
Mr. Edgar Christopher, office Secretary, Miss Dorothy Maxwell, and
the Scoutmaster of Centreville Troop #36, generously furnished mate-
rials to both Troop #4 and the small National Headquarters Office
of the BSJ.

Troop #4 grew by using Scout ideas and traditions of Japan,
England and America. About three or four months after Troop #4 started
it participated in a rally with five other Tokyo troops - there were
about 100-150 Scouts in Tokyo then (and perhaps some in other cities).
When I left in December 1952, I believe the total national membership
was about 40,000.

At this rally (or perhaps another held somewhat later), the guests
of honor were Crown Prince Akihito (who was then 14, the same age
as some of the Scouts) and the noted Roman Catholic priest, Father
Edward J. Flanagan, the founder of Boys Town (a home for orphan and
>ther abandoned boys) near Omaha, Nebraska.

Two songs which George Imai taught the first members of Troop #4-
"Trail the Eagle' and '"Keep Climbing" could well serve as slogans
for the Troop and its past, present and future members and leaders.



The Scout Motto, Oath and Law embody high ideals, ones that
naturally appeal to boys, stressing physical, mental, social and
spiritual development. Scouting is an important character building
activity - but that is not the reason boys become Scouts - they enjoy
the program. That must always be true.

I am particularly happy that your troop is sponsored by Reinanzaka
Church — (1) churches are among the most suitable sponsores; and (2)
Scouting can be an important part in the whole program of the church,
and can strengthen other parts of the church's program.

I appeal to former members of Troop #4 who may now be members
of churches which do not sponsor troops - get your church to start
Boy Scout and Girl Scout throops and dens - or take over the sponsor-
ship of existing troops which may need help.

Troop #4 started during a time when conditions in Tokyo and
throughout Japan were difficult, but it kept going, and I am sure
that the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cubs and Brownies of Reinanzaka
Church will reach even greater heights in years to come.

From the Beginning, Troop #4 exhibited the qualities of a passion
for excellence, self-discipline, loyalty to country and family, and
the ability to work together toward a common goal - gqualities which
are now recognized throughout the world as national characteristics
of Japan and its people.

I extend my best wishes to all of you - leaders and members -
your predecessors and your successors. '"Keep Climbing!"

I regard my work with Troop #4 and the Boy Scout movement of
Japan as among the more significant and happy events of my life.

I wish I could be present for your 40th Anniversary celebration;
I will be with you in spirit.

God be with you, and you be with God.
Sincerely yours,

Hsgin Yie

Martin Williams
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